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Suzuki families often wish to record children’s performances whether for practice purposes or for sending to wider family and friends.  Suzuki teachers often need to record pupils’ performances, eg for submitting for BSI graduations, or for audition purposes.

If you have a laptop with an internal microphone (or you can plug in a cheap external microphone), you can use a progam called Audacity for recording live music.  This is free, quick and easy to download and use.  Even those who feel fairly computer illiterate should be able to set themselves up for recording using the following instructions:

Go to this website address: http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/windows to download program

Click on the recommended download (Audacity installer)

Right click on “This direct link”, click on “Save target as”, save it on “Desktop” or a suitable folder, click on “Run” (may get security warning – again click on “Run”), double click on Audacity icon on Desktop (or wherever it has been saved to)

Follow installation wizard instructions – click “Next” several times until you click on “Install” and then “Finish”

Open file you have downloaded to start installation process (you must have administrator privileges to install program)

Once installed, open program (will open automatically first time)

At top left go to: Edit ->Preferences (shortcut: control P)

A window appears in the middle of the screen entitled “Audacity preferences”

Set “Playback” device to your sound card (ie not Microsoft sound mapper) from drop down list

Set “Recording” device to your sound card in same way

Click “OK”

Make sure drop down list at top right of screen is set to “Microphone”

Adjust microphone volume using slider next to drop down list to get correct volume when recording – record a bit and see how loud it is being recorded by looking at blue audio wave – make sure blue line never goes outside grey bar

To record, play, rewind, etc, use buttons at top left of screen – click on red circle to start recording, and yellow square to stop

To save music recorded, go to: File -> Export as WAV

Name file and click “Save”

To play file, find where you saved it using Windows and double click on file – this will open up file in your default music player on your computer

To record a new song, go to: File-> New

